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Private Lesson Teachers
1015 3rd Ave
New Brighton, PA 15066
724-843-9380

Robert Armstrong
piano, theory
Robert Armstrong teaches beginner through advanced piano lessons. He was graduated from Bethany
College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in music as a piano major. He later attended West Virginia
University where he took both a Master of Music degree in Piano Performance and a Doctor of Musical
Arts degree in Piano Performance. His book, The Development of the Baroque Solo Keyboard Suite, was
published by Lambert Academic Publishing in 2012 and made available through major booksellers such as
Amazon and Barnes and Noble as well as being distributed internationally. Dr. Armstrong has taught as a
member of the music faculty at West Virginia University and Fairmont State College. Privately, he has
taught piano lessons for the past twenty-seven years in northern West Virginia and western Pennsylvania.
He welcomes students of all ages and playing abilities who have a passion for improving their keyboard
skills.

Amelia Catanzaro
piano, voice
Amelia's first degree was from Bucks County Community College in Newtown, Pennsylvania where she
graduated with an Associates of Arts in Music. While there she was involved in the Madrigals Ensemble,
Concert Choir and Opera Ensemble. Afterwards she transferred to Lebanon Valley College in Annville,
Pennsylvania where she majored in Music Education with a dual major in Vocal Performance. Amelia’s
coursework included; Music teaching and methods, instrumental methods for all instruments, Special
Education applications for music, Vocal Pedagogy, Vocal Literature, Diction, Piano teaching and
methods, composition/orchestration and multiple conducting courses. She has also had the privilege to be
part of the Wig & Buckle Theater company as an actor (2014-2018) the Vocal Director (2017) and the
Costume Designer (2014-2017). Amelia graduated with a Bachelors in Science in Music Education and a
Bachelor's of Arts in Music and plans to pursue a masters in Conducting, vocal pedagogy and/or musical
theater pedagogy.

Julie Michael
pino, guitar, ukulele
Julie Michael is a music teacher/engineer/songwriter with credentials from Duquesne University and
Berklee College of Music. She teaches guitar, piano and ukulele. As a professional, she is patient, kind and
understanding. Each lesson is geared to students interests and goals and to the individual's level and
experience. She has a bachelor’s degree in music with lots of experience in the field.
Julie loves teaching and helping others develop their talents. Students learn technical skills, reading,
theory and performance. She is experienced in working with students of all ages. She specializes in
helping students develop performance skills and confidence in their performance abilities.

1

Barb McNamee
flute
Barbara McNamee has been teaching private flute lessons to students ranging from the ages of 10 through
70, beginner through advanced since 1981. She believes in the individual approach. Each student is
unique, therefore; lessons are geared toward individual needs and skill level.
Barb graduated from West Liberty State College (currently West Liberty University) with a BS in Music
Education K-12. Barb is available Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at the Pittsburgh location. Saturday
at the New Brighton location.

Beth Schiemer
clarinet, saxophone
Beth has been a private studio instructor for over 27 years at Brighton Music Center. Her music
education degree study began at what was Mount Union College (now University of Mount Union).
Beth received her teacher certification in 1992. Beth's teaching experience includes teaching at
Blackhawk High School as the Assistant Band Director, beginning band at Big Beaver Falls School
District, Middle School Band Director at New Brighton Area School District, and studio lessons at
Brighton Music Center. Beth is happy and proud to have taught many state festival participants from
District 5 Honor's Band all the way to PMEA State Band.

Christine Wehr
saxophone
" Ever since I was a child, I knew music was the path for me. I have always enjoyed playing saxophone,
flute, piano, guitar, and various world instruments- anything I could get my hands on. My personal love
of music has inspired me to share with others. Whether it was playing contemplative music at the local
church or rocking out at the Hard Rock Café, I have always played with passion and intent to
communicate my musical ideas. I have also learned the joy of passing on my skills to less experienced
players. "

Brandon Tambellini
euphonium, trombone, trumpet, tuba
Professionally teaching music since 2015, Brandon is an active educator in the Pittsburgh area. Brandon is
employed through the Blackhawk School District where he serves as the high school band director.
Brandon’s responsibilities include Concert Band, Jazz Band, Marching Band, Small Ensembles, as well as
5th- 8th grade private lessons.
In addition to Blackhawk, Brandon has worked with local Pittsburgh band programs which include
Norwin, Mt. Lebanon, Upper St. Clair, North Allegheny, Bethel Park, and Canon McMillion.
Brandon is a brass specialist with a concentration in low brass. Brandon accepts students of all ages and
abilities and looks forward to working with them soon!
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Sean Garee
Violin, viola
Sean Garee is a Graduate of Slippery Rock University with a Bachelor's in Music Performance. He is one
of the only violin instructors in the Beaver County/Butler County area who is not only well versed in
classical music but also in the electric violin and improvisation. He discovered that the latter was very
unknown and "mysterious" during his college years as a classical violinist and has been intrigued with
improvisation ever since. Since then, he has met with and played with violinist Mark Wood (Tras
Siberian Orchestra) and cellist Eugene Friesen (4 time Grammy winner and Berklee Professor). Not only
is Sean a wonderful primary teacher, he is also a great secondary teacher; who can show students
currently studying classical music the "other side" of music and performance.

Noah Schiemer
Cello
Noah has been playing cello for over 15 years. He graduated high school from Blackhawk School
District, where he was involved in orchestra from 4th until 12th grade. After High school, Noah attended
Capitol University Conservatory of Music as a music education major. He has studied Joe Mueller who
has been a member of the Columbus Symphonic Orchestra. He performed with the Capitol Symphonic
Orchestra for 4 years while attending. Noah teaches all skills levels from beginning to advanced players
on cello.

John Hites
guitar, ukulele
"After the Air Force, I attended Penn Valley Community College in Kansas City, Missouri as a music
major. Stage band, choir, and music theory classes kept me busy.
I returned to Pennsylvania in 1974, and was a member of the Quiet Song Trio, a lounge act that worked
three, to five nights a week. Loved the group, hated the name. Next up was the Eddy Frazier Orchestra
for about six months, and then the Brass Ring, another wedding band, that played the fraternal clubs in
the area.
I started to play in the praise bands at Chippewa United Methodist Church, and have been playing there
for about fourteen tears. My most recent, and rewarding experience is as the guitarist for the Sanctuary
Jazz Band out of Wurtemburg, Pennsylvania. We play big band music from yesteryear, and
contemporary jazz as well.
I started teaching guitar while in Kansas City, and continued the same when I moved back to
Pennsylvania. That’s forty-four years and counting. I teach all genres of music, except for classical guitar.
I am basically self-taught, except for having a mentor in James McClendon. He was gracious enough to
take me under his wing for three, or four years until he passed at 56 years of age. A road musician on the
“chittlin” circuit. His words, not mine. I continue to study all aspects of music. "

3

Erik Kerr
percussion, piano, voice
Erik Kerr fell in love with drums at an early age, following drumlines down the street in parades
and assembling makeshift drumsets until finally acquiring a snare drum to begin lessons at
school in fourth grade. His passion for learning led to private lessons with several Pittsburgh-based
drummers, most notably Steve Trettel, who introduced him to the world of jazz. After
playing in garage bands in high school, he pursued a degree in jazz studies at the New England
Conservatory of Music in Boston. While in school, he had the good fortune of studying with
Bob Moses (Pat Metheny), Fred Buda (Boston Pops), and Bob Guilotti (The Fringe) as well as
one-off lessons with Alan Dawson and Gary Chaffee. He also had the privilege of taking several
conga lessons with master congero, Giovanni Hidalgo. He performed around New England and
in Europe with Perilous Foil, a jazz trio. He was the drummer for eclectic jam-band Club D’elf
until relocating from Boston to Pittsburgh. Since moving to Pittsburgh, Erik has played on
numerous studio recordings for various local singer-songwriters. He has drummed for
alternative rock band Red Light Crisis, joined The Clarks on percussion for their acoustic
shows, and is now part of the blues trio Whiskey Rebellion. In 2012, he released an album of
original music called “Sero Sed Serio” and is currently working on a follow up.

Walker Martz
percussion, guitar
Walker Martz is a 2017 graduate of Slippery Rock University with a B.M. in Music Education,
specializing in percussion and guitar. Martz has worked with several local scholastic music programs,
including Karns City HS, South Range MS/HS, and Freedom HS. He is currently front ensemble
instructor, assistant jazz band director, and percussion ensemble director at Blackhawk High School.
Martz is an actively performing musician, and regularly performs with the Iron Horse Theater Company,
as well as other local groups.
Martz has a lot of experience performing and teaching music in a wide variety of styles: classical, jazz,
pop/rock, latin, and everything in between. He takes care to personalize his instruction, and plan lessons
that relate to both the needs and the interests of each individual student. Martz welcomes percussionists
and guitarists of all ages and ability levels, and is dedicated to bringing out the best possible musician in
each of his students.

Bert Lerini
percussion
Bert has an extensive performing background. He has played with the New Sousa Band, Wheeling
Symphony, Erie Philharmonic and Youngstown Symphony. Bert is the drummer for The RiverFranklin Park Church, Wil E Tri's Bluescasters, and the Elite Showband. He has also played drums for
country music artists Sydney Hutchko and Nancy Deckant. Musical theater work includes national
touring productions of Little Shop of Horrors, and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,
Pittsburgh CLO productions of Always…Patsy Cline and Judge Jackie Justice and numerous regional
productions. Bert has backed Jim Nabors, Bobby Vinton, Sandy Duncan, Don Rickles, Regis Philbin,
and “Wicked’s” Kristen Chenoweth. Bert has also been featured as a xylophone soloist on numerous
occasions
As a teacher Bert has teaches privately in Aliquippa Pennsylvania, at Lazier's Harmony Music Studio, at
Anderson Music Academy, and both Brighton Music locations. His private students have won numerous
awards and scholarships. Bert has worked with competitive and non competitive drum lines and
currently works with the Quaker Valley Drumline. Bert has been on staff as Principal Percussionist for
Allegheny College Band Camp for Adult Musicians and serves as Percussion Coach of the River City
Youth Brass Band.
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